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The poetry of the medieval Persian sage Rumi combines lyrical beauty with spiritual profundity, a

sense of rapture, and acute awareness of human suffering in ways that speak directly to

contemporary audiences. Trained in Sufismâ€”a mystic tradition within Islamâ€”Rumi founded the

Sufi order known to us as the Whirling Dervishes, who use dance and music as part of their spiritual

devotion. Many of Rumiâ€™s poems speak of a yearning for ecstatic union with the divine Beloved.

But his images bring the sacred and the earthy together in startling ways, describing divine love in

vividly human terms.  This volume draws on a wide variety of translationsâ€”from the early twentieth

century to the presentâ€”of Rumiâ€™s deeply moving, sensually vibrant poetry.
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This poetry book is among my top favorites. The poetry of Rumi gleams and sparkles with meaning

for modern times ... amazing as it was written in the 1240s A.D. The natural imagery used is always

surprising. He never fails to capture human emotions and the human condition, using original and

sometimes highly provocative but very 'on-target' terms.The subject matter of each poem is varied,

although the theme of the book is 'work' ... it really is about much, much more than work. I can not

praise the themes of the poems and contents of this book enough. One outstanding poem uses

"grapes" as imagery. Rumi describes for the reader, "How It Is with Grapes". When they are

immature they jostle competetively in the bunch ... after maturing, the grapes soften, the skin rips

open and become one juice. Rumi reassures us, it is just the same with humans. We are also told



some grapes grow stone-hard but the secret to that sour tightness remains hidden. What is more

important is ... that we grow ... with each breath ... through the help of the heart master.Another

poetic masterpiece is "Die Before You Die". We are told about a riddle, that the opener and that

which is opened are the same ... Rumi states, "The day and the daily bread that comes are not to

be worshiped for themselves. ... That it is the ocean inside the fish that bears it along, not the

riverwater. ... The time-river spreads and disappears into the ocean with the fish." "Be one of G-d's

fish who receives what it needs directly from the ocean around it - food, shelter, sleep, medicine." In

conclusion, "A seed breaks into the ground. Only then does a new fig tree come into being. *That's*

*the* *meaning* *of* *die* *before* *you* *die*." This is truly phenomenal poetry that has been

tested over time. It is 800 years strong and still filled with enlightenment and human insight into the

phenomenon called "Life".Erika Borsos (erikab93)

A great collection of Rumi's poetry from 7 different translators, some with a very literal, scholarly

style of translation and some with a more free-verse style. This is a great introduction to Rumi and

will also be well-loved by those of us more familiar with his poetry. Has some great footnotes about

Sufi mysticism and teachings. I love the beauty of this little book, from the calligraphry on the cover

to its sewn-in ribbon bookmark. The compact size of the book makes it easy to carry into

coffeehouses for inspirational reading.

I have read and own many Rumi books, because I have a deep and abiding love and respect for the

teachings of the Sufis.When I picked up this book, I was quickly impressed and then astounded by

its excellence.The compiler cherry-picked superb material from six different translators, and in some

cases juxtaposes one translation next to another.What a wonderful book!I have already purchased

and given out ten copies to friends and family and will be buying more in the future.Everyone has

loved it, and thanked me deeply.The best Rumi book I own.

This was a wonderful read on poetry, and I especially enjoyed the creative imagery, the recognition

of the meaning and value of work and the subtle weaving metaphors as the author worked to

uncover the underlying truths of all of our lives.
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